IMMERSED INTHE SPIRIT
 
I. Introduction
A.  The Old Testament prophets spoke about experiences that were not fulfilled in themselves, but in Christ.

1 Pet. 1:9–12

Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into. 

If we keep the faith we will receive the salvation of our souls. Our new spirits is the Holy Spirit and as the Bible tells us – our spirits will go back to God who gave it to us. Verse 9 clearly tells us that it is our “souls” that are saved, our spirits do not need to be saved – it is the Holy Spirit of God.

Now comes a controversial statement and you must do your own search and ask God for guidance on this statement. – We only have one spirit in us, the Holy Spirit. I have listed several verses from the Bible and there are many more. The spirit we were born with must be replaced by the Holy Spirit for us to be “born again”. Our spirits are not transformed, they are renewed – replaced with the Holy Spirit. Our spirits were unclean spirits before we got saved. An unclean spirit must be removed to make place for the only clean spirit – the Holy Spirit. Baptism washes away our sin, but does not wash our old spirits.  
  

Romans 8:5-9 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. ... But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new

Ephesians 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others

Colossians 2:11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

Ezekiel 11:19-20 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: ... That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.


1 Corinthians 6:17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

Galatians 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

1 John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

Psalms 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

Ezekiel 11:19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:


 That is how the children of God become one in God. We all have the same Spirit in us and we all have the same Jesus as Lord and Saviour and we worship the same God. All of us together is one, the church of Jesus Christ. There is only one church that is the church of Christ. 

In revelations seven churches are mentioned but only one church is acceptable and only one is the church of Christ. It is not a building, or a denomination. The church is all God’s children that are one in Spirit and have Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

We have confirmation that the Holy Spirit was given to certain people in the Old Testament. We can learn from the Old Testament  what is going to happen in the New Testament and in our lives. What was revealed to them is for us.

Preached the Gospel by the Holy Spirit. The church, while preaching the gospel is at the same time preaching to the angels. We see in one of the other Bible studies that God reveals things to us that has not been revealed to all the angels, especially not to the powers and principalities, the fallen angels.

How do we know whether the person preaching is preaching by way of the Holy Spirit?  The Gifts of the Holy Spirit was given to believers and we read that the fruit of the Spirit will tell us from which spirit the fruit comes. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is – 

 Ephesians 4:7   
Ephesians 4:7 is one of many verses in the Bible that one has to check the original Greek version.  The translators did not just translate the Bible they also interpreted it. We must therefore be careful which Bible we use and we must keep in mind that the translator used his own interpretation. The original Bible was “God breathed”. Many of the translations are not.     

Ephesians 4:7. But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

The verse somehow does not correspond with the original text. A summary of Ephesians 4 taken from the original Greek seems more correct. QBible.com  seems to be reliable source to find the original text. 
    
1 He exhorteth to unity, 7 and declareth that God therefore giveth divers 11 gifts unto men, that his Church might be 13 edified, and 16 grown up in Christ. 18 He calleth them from the impurity of the Gentiles, 24 to put on the new man, 25 to cast off lying, and 29 corrupt communication.  

[bookmark: 7] From QBible - 
4:7 Ἑνὶ "Unto-one" δὲ "moreover" ἑκάστῳ "unto-each" ἡμῶν "of-us" ἐδόθη "it-was-given" [ἡ] "[the-one]" χάρις "a-granting" κατὰ "down" τὸ "to-the-one" μέτρον "to-a-measure" τῆς "of-the-one" δωρεᾶς "of-a-gift" τοῦ "of-the-one" χριστοῦ. "of-Anointed."

To me it says that God gave different spiritual gifts to different people as in verse 8. 

8 Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.” 9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? (Jesus went to Hades) 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

Different gifts of the Holy Spirit was given to different people so that the church will have all the gifts present in the church. The fruit of the Holy Spirit however applies to all Christians. All must bear the fruit of the Spirit. It is the fruit of the Spirit in us, not our fruit. That is why it is written that a person will be known by the fruit he/she bears.  The fruit of the Spirit is: Galatians 5: 22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering(tolerant), kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control.

B. Acts 2:1–4—On the day of Pentecost, three successive phases:
1. Immersion (from above) – like the Israelites were immersed in the cloud.  
2. Infilling. As when the Holy Spirit filled the Temple. (We are now God’s Temple) 
3. Outflow. – The river of life flowing from the Temple. 

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind(bearing violent breath), and it filled the whole house( Immersed)  where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit (Infilling) and began to speak with other tongues, as  the Spirit gave them utterance.(Outflow) 


C. 1 Cor. 10:1–5,  In the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, there were three pattern (Blueprint) experiences:

1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food (Communion and eat the bread of life, the Word of God, Jesus as often as you eat food and as much as you eat food)  4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. (Communion and drinking the water of life – the Word of God – Jesus – drink it as often and as much as you drink water, everyday, all day)  For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.(On this Rock I will build my church)  5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.(Not all Christians will be saved). 

(Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’) – Spiritual food and water.  

1 Cor. 10:6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things (Lust after earthly Idols and false doctrine) as they also lusted. 7 And do not become idolaters (spiritual Idolaters) as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” 8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, (Spiritual harlots) as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted (tempting Christ – I can do all things, grace will save me or predestination fanatics – I can do as I please God has already decided – this is obviously not a comment coming from a saved person)  , and were destroyed by serpents (Satan); 10 nor complain, (Everything happens as part of God’s plan –( complaining means we complain about God – saying He does not know what He is doing) as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer (Satan) . 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

1 Cor.10:21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons. (You cannot worship two gods. You also cannot worship God and the god you want God to be, and the jesus (jesus is not the real Jesus) you want Jesus to be. God is the God of the Bible – the entire Bible. Jesus is the Son of God and is also God as part of the Trinity, the Jesus of the entire Bible) any other god and other jesus is not God and any other jesus is not Jesus of the Bible.  

Satan presents himself as the spirit of light. He infiltrates the church and people think they worship Jesus and God but they worship Satan. 
Satan can present himself as the angle of light but he cannot do what only the Holy Spirit can do. He cannot give the gifts to people.
Who are the churches under the control of Satan – all churches that deviates from the original doctrine of Jesus Christ and that do not allow or practise the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28: “18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
 
Christians should not attend these churches. You cannot be a Christian and attend a church that is controlled by Satan.  21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons.  

Faith in the blood of the lamb (compare 1 Cor. 5: 
 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness (evil and wickedness), but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Do not allow the smallest deviation from the truth and from being totally sincere in what you do. Allowing the smallest infiltration of anything that is not in the Bible will lead to total destruction. The same apply to our spirit. That is why we must replace our old spirit with the Holy Spirit. 
2. Baptism in the cloud (= the Holy Spirit). The cloud is a picture of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. (If we walk in the Spirit, is similar to what the Israelites did - walk under the cloud –The Holy Spirit)
3. Baptism in the sea (= water). The blood on their door posts and the water saved them. We also – the blood of Jesus and baptism saves us.)   
D. Ex. 13:20–22—The cloud provided shade by day, light and warmth by night. (The Holy Spirit is our comforter)  

E. Ex. 14:19–20, 24—Every Israelite entered into, passed through, and came out of the cloud. The “angel of God,” himself the Lord, was personally present in the cloud. It was darkness to the Egyptians, light to Israel. (The Holy Spirit is  our guide, directs our steps)  

F. Ex. 33:7–11—In the cloud the Lord came down and had personal fellowship with Moses. ( The Holy Spirit , helps us and allow us to have fellowship with God.) 

G. Ex. 40:34–38—The visible movements of the cloud determined the movements of Israel by day and night. (Discernment and hearing the Holy Spirit speaking to us – putting thoughts in our minds)

H. Lev. 16:2—The Lord appeared in the cloud over the mercy seat.

I. Num. 9:15–23—It is important to learn to “move with the cloud,” and to relax when the cloud remains stationary.
(We must learn to hear God’s voice- my sheep knows my voice)  
J. Num. 10:33–34—It was the presence of the ark in the midst of Israel that was acknowledged by the cloud overshadowing it. (The presence of the HolySpirit is the guarantee of the promise of eternal life) 

K. Ps. 78:22—God’s total provision for Israel is summed up by the word “salvation.” (God’s total provision for us is “salvation”)

 
L. Is. 4:1–6—A prophetic preview of the close of the present age: desolating wars, followed by divine intervention, restoring peace, fruitfulness, prosperity. When God’s people are fully restored to His favour, the cloud returns. Like a “marriage canopy,” it overshadows the union of the Lord with His people.
(The church is the Bride that will be reunited with Jesus at the end of time). Time does not exist in Heaven. There is no past and no future, just “now” and “now” continues forever. 
The end is near and we must be ready. Hold on to your faith and overcome evil. Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. Do not be swept along with the current that leads to destruction. 


     KEEP ASKING, SEEKING, KNOCKING
Luke 11:9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks for bread  from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”
